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REGIONAL FOCUS ð AFRICA  

Building Self - sufficiency and a Sustainable Livelihood 

for an Orphanage  
 

For four years AFAP and its in-country partner in Kenya, Concern Universal, has 
been working with the Madre Ippolita Childrenôs Home (run by the Little Daughters 
of St Joseph) in Ndithini in the Eastern District.  The Homeôs campus combines an 
orphanage, a school, a farm, and a small health clinic for in-patients and out-
patients.  The purpose of AFAPôs partnership is to provide modest support aimed at 
building knowledge and management skills, and some agricultural resources to 
enable the Home to operate as a self-sufficient entity and a general resource for the 
surrounding communities.  

 

In February 2010, the Home was housing 401 children aged 2 months to 15 years 
old, including 34 children infected by HIV and a number of other children who have 
lost one or both parents to AIDS. The school provides education, shelter, health 
access, clothes, nutrition and counselling regarding HIV/AIDS for all the children. 

 

With the support of AFAP and our long-term Kenya partner, Concern Universal, the 
Sisters have participated in a series of training workshops and exposure visits to 
improve their management and marketing skills. Strong linkages have been made 
with government to provide agricultural and horticultural expertise, including access 
to agricultural extension workers. Two hundred local households also benefited 
through the Sisters applying sound soil conservation strategies and appropriate 
cropping practices. The current crop is healthy, with pupils also helping with 
weeding, especially in the farmland adjacent to the school compound.   

 

The wide range of crops includes a 
number of legumes, as well as 
significant quantities of maize. With 
funding from AFAPôs African Womenôs 
Program and the ANCP, a small zero 
grazing unit for dairy cows and four 
Toggenburg dairy goats (3 nannies 
and 1 billy) has been built on the farm. 
The milk is proving to be a big boost to 
the nutrient requirements of the HIV 
positive orphans and the young 
infants.  

 

The long-term farm management plan includes the development of ódemonstration 
plotsô, which will be developed following the installation of a pump for irrigation and 
the construction of another holding tank and associated pipelines. The orphans have 
been benefiting from the increased supply of fresh vegetables, fruit and dairy 
products, and the older orphans from developing skills in agriculture and 
horticulture. The older orphans and the local children attending the school are all 
contributing to a broader range of skills and knowledge base in the local 
communities. 

 

Who we are  
 

For over 40 years AFAP has 
worked alongside local 
partners in Asia, Africa and 
the Pacific to tackle many of 
the challenges caused by 
poverty and to improve lives. 
 
AFAP works in over 20 
countries in sectors ranging 
from water and sanitation to 
h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n , 
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 
conservation (particularly 
climate change adaptation), 
food security, and emergency 
relief. 
 
While our programs reach out 
to whole communities, we are 
particularly conscious of 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  m o r e 
marginalised or vulnerable 
g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e s e 
communi t ies ,  inc lud ing 
people with disabilities, 
women, children and ethnic 
minorities. 
 

 

 
A F A P  i s  a 
signatory of the 
ACFID Code of 
Conduct  

AFAP Newsletter    
Australian Foundation for the Peoples of Asia and the Pacific  



REGIONAL FOCUS ð SOUTH EAST ASIA  Our partners  
 
AFAP works internationally 
through a network of local 
partners. This is cost 
effective and gives us 
access to their local 
knowledge and expertise.  
 

F S P I  M e m b e r 
Organisations  
 
ß Australian Foundation for 

the Peoples of Asia & the 
Pacific (AFAP) 
ß Partners in Community 

Development Fiji (PCDF) 
ß Foundation of the 

Peoples of the South 
Pacific, Kiribati 
ß Foundation for People 

a n d  C o m m u n i t y 
Development, PNG 
ß Foundation for the 

Peoples of the South 
Pacific, Vanuatu 
ß C o u n t e r p a r t 

International, USA 
ß S o l o m o n  I s l a n d s 

Development Trust 
ß To n g a  C om m u n i t y 

Development Trust 
ß Tuvalu Association of 

N o n - G o v e r n m e n t 
Organisations 
ß O le Siosiomaga Society 

(OLISSI), Samoa 
ß Timor Aid, East Timor 
 

AFAP International 
Partners  
 
ß FSPI 
ß K a t h m a n d u 

Environmental Education 
Project (KEEP), Nepal 
ß Sikkim Development 

Foundation, India 
ß Neo-Synthesis Research 

Centre (NSRC), Sri 
Lanka 
ß Commutech, Zimbabwe 
ß Concern Universal : 

M a l a w i ,  K e n y a , 
Mozambique 
ß Chikuni Mission, Zambia 
ß Bairo Pite Clinic, East 

Timor 
ß Alola Foundation, East 

Timor 
ß Moris Rasik, East Timor 
ß Arte Moris, East Timor 
ß Pradet, East Timor 
ß VORDS, India 
 
 
 

Prevention of Avian Influenza in Vietnam  
 
Ms. Nguyen Thi Hoa has raised poultry for many years mainly through traditional 
free range techniques. In 2006 Hoa had 15 hens with each hen producing about 15 
chickens.  When Hoa separated the chickens from the hens there were often many 
deaths, with only about three of four chicks surviving. Hoaôs poultry cage was 
located close to her pig pen with poultry often roosting in the pig pen or elsewhere 
in her garden, and roaming free throughout the village during the day. 

 

When the AFAP project on Avian 
Influenza (AI) prevention and 
control began in her commune, 
Hoa heard that her village was 
preparing a drama to perform in 
the project -supported AI 
communication night. She 
attended some of the teamôs 
rehearsal sessions and saw all 
the village teams perform at the 
event. 

 

A member of her village drama 
team, who had participated in 
project-sponsored AI awareness 

training recommended that Hoa should build a new poultry house and seek support 
from the village vet workers who had received training from the project. Hoa 
discussed this with her husband and they decided to go ahead. 

 

ñI saw villagers perform in the communication night, I spoke to them after the 
communication night and even borrowed their training materials.  I learnt that each 
of us can do some very simple things to help control the spread of AI... Previously, I 
didnôt know where to get advice from, now there is a village vet worker near my 
house.ò With support from the project, Hoa built a new poultry house, separate from 
the pig pen, installed clean water and feed tubes and leaned about using lime 
powder for sterilizing the poultry house.  

 

Hoa is now more confident in her poultry husbandry, and with support from the 
project she now has over 100 poultry.  
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PROGRAM FOCUS ð MSS  

AFAP Announces the Closure of its Medical Supplies 

And Services Program  
 
After more than 15 years of operation AFAP sadly announces the closure of its 
Medical Supplies and Services, due to the significant deficit under which it was op-
erating. Over the years our MSS has shipped containers to more than 20 countries, 
providing much-needed equipment to hospitals and schools in developing commu-
nities. Since the decision to close MSS was made in April, pallets and containers 
have been sent to Laos, Timor Leste, the Philippines and Papua New Guinea, with 
2 further containers to be packed for the Philippines on 19 June.  

 

A big 'Thank You' goes to our hard-working volunteers, AFAP members, staff and 
participants who have supported our MSS and made every working bee a very 
pleasant and joyful experience! 



NEWS  

Annalisa Kerrigan and Mario Lanza in Concert for AFAP   

 

On 6 June Annalisa Kerrigan and Roger Lemke  
performed the music of Mario Lanza and Kathryn 
Grayson at the Capital Theatre in Tamworth in a 
fundraising concert for AFAP. AFAP would like to 
acknowledge with a big 'Thank You' the great support 
provided by Dianne Drew, Annalisa Kerrigan and the 
people of Tamworth, and everybody who worked hard to 
make this event an enormous success!   

 

Staff Changes  
 

May and June 2010 have been months of momentous personnel movements for 
AFAP. A few key AFAP programs are coming to a close, resulting in some 
organisational restructuring and associated personnel changes. Our Finance and 
Systems Manager, Christine Carberry, is relocating permanently to Dili. We wish her 
great success as she pursues her career overseas. We welcome Christine Pollard 
into the position of Finance Manager. Christine has a Bachelor in Business from the 
University of Technology, is a Member of the National Institute of Accounting (MNIA) 
and has been working in the accounting profession for 30 years.  

 

Ms Uma Menon, our South East Asia Regional Manager has resigned as has George 
Wells, our MSS Manager, Emergencies and Logistics Coordinator, and India Country 
Manager. We wish both of them well in their future endeavours. Debora Di Dio, our 
Office Manager, is also leaving to pursue further study and has been replaced by 
Lauren Davidson, who is currently completing her Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring 
in International Relations and Development Studies.   

 

AFAP would also like to welcome our two new AYAD volunteers, Cate Storey and 
Carly Weate. Cate will be working for the next 14 months at our FSPI member 
partner, the Solomon Islands Development Trust (SIDT), as a Programs Advisor 
through the AVI program. Carly will be placed in our Hanoi office for 12 months from 
July 2010 as a Climate Change Officer.   
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Two thirds of people in 
the world who can not 

read are female 

Nearly 70% of the worldôs 
poorest people are 
female 

Women represent a 
growing proportion of 
people living with HIV/

AIDS 

In only 16 countries in the 
world is womenôs 
representation in national 
parliaments above 25% 

Womenôs contributions 
to the global economy are 
growing rapidly but their 
l a b o u r  r e m a i n s 
u n d e r v a l u e d  a n d 
undercounted in national 
accounts 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e 
quarter to one half of all 
women have suffered 

physical abuse  
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WORLD MATTERS  
 
Disability and Development  
 
The World Heath Organization estimates that there are 650 million people living with 
disabilities; with 80% of those who suffer from a disability living in developing 
countries. The goal of ending poverty and hunger relates to disability since it is 
estimated by the UNDP that as many as 50% of disabilities are preventable and 
directly linked to poverty and because approximately 20% of impairments are the 
result of malnutrition.  

 

AFAP has had great success with promoting the social inclusion of people living with 
disabilities. For example, Operation Cleft is a project that AFAP and its community 
partner the Glencoe Foundation haven been implementing in Bangladesh, India and 
Sri Lanka. This project has enabled hundreds of people born with cleft deformities to 
have access to life-changing surgery by funding local surgeons to undertake cleft 
repair operations.To find out more about our programs, visit www.afap.org. 

http://www.afap.org


GET INVOLVED  

Giving back  
 
AFAP relies on the generous support of 
people like you to allow us to make a 
difference where it is needed most.  

 
Membership  
Become a member of AFAP for an annual 
subscription of just $50 ($25 concession). 
 

Friend of AFAP  
Become a óFriend of AFAPô with a monthly 
gift. This allows us to keep our costs down 
and plan most effectively.  

Contact us  
PO Box 12 
Crows Nest NSW 1585 

Phone: (02) 9906 3792 
Fax: (02) 9436 4637 
E-mail: info@afap.org 

www.afap.org  

DONATIONS  
Call 1800-007-308 

Successful completion of VANGOCA  

 

AFAP is proud to announce the successful completion of a Dengue 
Safe Water Project in the Mekong Delta. ΟòVietnam experiences 
more than 75,000 cases of dengue a year... With no vaccine 
available, mosquito control is the only option currently available to 
prevent the spread of this viral diseaseò, said Mr Simon Kutcher, 
AFAP Project Manager.  

 

The VND85 billion Australian government funded Dengue Safe 
Water Project is one approach that has had outstanding success in 
reducing the risk of dengue fever. Results have demonstrated that in 
9 of the 12 communes where we have worked mosquito populations 
have reduced by 98%, with the other 3 communes reporting at least 
80% control. Dengue risk has been mitigated in all 12 communes 
protecting some 90,000 people. 

 

AFAP is planning to continue its long-term commitment in the 
Mekong Delta through other programs aimed at improving the health 
and living conditions of people. To support our programs, please 
visit our website, www.afap.org. Ο 

 

Dili "City of Peace" Marathon  

 

The city of Dili will host the ñCity of Peaceò Marathon on 19 and 20 
June 2010. This major international event will attract an estimated 
500 international participants, who will join approximately 1000 
Timorese runners and a large portion of the expatriate community 
living in Dili.  

 

AFAP partners in Timor Leste will be the 
recipients of the funds raised during the 
event. We believe the marathon will be a 
fantastic opportunity to foster peace and 
harmony in the city, and strengthen 
communities by engaging them in 
cooperation. 

 

AFAP and its partners in Timor would like to send a big 'Thank You' 
to the runners and their supporters for raising funds for our partner 
organizations in Timor Leste!  For further information please visit the 
website www.dilimarathon.com 

 

Make History at AFAP!  

AFAP is currently looking for somebody to help write the history of 
AFAP! Use your natural talent for researching and writing to delve  
into our archives and discover the amazing history of our wonderful 
organization. If you would like to get involved, please contact us at 
info@afap.org for more information. 

AFAP Newsletter  Page 4 

$3 Seeds 

To grow crops  

$33 First Aid Kit 

For health outreach 

$8 Mosquito net 

To protect from malaria 

$100 Water filter 

To provide clean water 

$200 Goat 

For milk and income 

$400 Rabbits 

To feed malnourished 
families 

http://www.afap.org
http://www.dilimarathon.com/
mailto:info@afap.org

